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NEW BALANCE TO LAUNCH LIMITED COLLECTION  

SUPER TEAM 33 MEN’S SUIT  
Collection to debut December 2008 in Hong Kong 

 
(Hong Kong, November 2008) Sports performance brand New Balance announces 
the next Super Team 33 2008 project. Designed by the New Balance Japan team, 
the theme for the upcoming Super Team 33 collection is inspired by men’s dress 
suits. The very limited collection of the Men’s Suit 998 shoes will debut on 1 
December at Seleven Gallery TST only and will retail for $1,998. Available in three 
exclusive color themes, this new collection celebrates tailored menswear.  
 
Seleven Gallery, Tsimshatsui  
Ground Floor, 107-109 Chatham Road South, Tsimshatsui, Kowloon 
Tel: 2375 6198 
 
“This collection honors ‘suit style’,” said Hide Yamada, Men’s Suit collection designer 
for New Balance Japan. “Each component of the shoe is representative of various 
aspects of a classic men’s dress suit, including the rich materials and fabrics that 
represent both the actual suit and the accessories typically worn to create a 
sophisticated sense of style.”  
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The New Balance Men’s Suit collection features authentic details both inside and 
outside of the shoe. Beginning with the shoe’s interior, each ST33 shoe is lined with 
a traditional pinstripe pattern, representative of a dress shirt most commonly worn 
underneath a suit jacket. The idea for the leather, croc-embossed detailing on the 
outer was derived from men’s leather dress gloves and the gloss markings on the 
sole unit were inspired by a man’s dress belt. The “N” on each shoe features a subtle 
tortoiseshell pattern derived from similarly patterned eyeglasses. Each pair of Men’s 
Suit collection shoes comes with two sets of shoelaces: one set symbolizes a men’s 
striped suit tie finished with a gold-colored/silver-colored aglet. It is completed with 
ST33 collection script and a small crystal gemstone in each lace reminiscent of 
cufflinks. The second set of shoelaces is solid in color finished with clear aglets. 
 
Each pair of Men’s Suit collection shoes are constructed of supple suede and suit 
wool materials and is available in three distinct colors: rich black leather with black 
suit wool, cordovan-colored full-grain napa leather and warm brown suit wool, and 
grey suit wool with black leather accents. 
 
The Men’s Suit collection details include signature embroidery on the tongue of each 
shoe in addition to a collection tag, similar to a suit label found on the inner breast 
pocket of a suit, stitched into the supple calfskin leather insole bearing the Super 
Team 33 Limited Edition signature. A specialty shoebox, inspired by cigar, chocolate, 
and jewelry boxes, is velvet-lined and includes a flannel wrap with a Super Team 33 
screenprint, as would be expected on high end dress footwear. 
 
All of the shoes in the ST33 collection are built on the classic 998 style shoe. The 
New Balance brand team polled New Balance fans in Japan, Europe and the US to 
find out which shoe silhouette they would most like to see reintroduced. The 
resounding majority was for the high 990 series style and the 998 was selected for 
reproduction. Today, the 998 has been reintroduced in an exclusive version with new 
material and design applications for this season’s ST33 Men’s Suit collection.  
 
The ST33 will be available in a very limited amount in Hong Kong, so don’t miss the 
chance to snap up one of these exclusive pairs.  
 

  
 
 
About the Super Team 33 (ST33) 
Super Team 33 (ST33) is a global line of shoes within the New Balance lifestyle 
collection that was named after the Skowhegan, Maine manufacturing team that 
actually creates the shoes by hand. A 28 member value stream team engineers the 
shoes domestically, completing cut through pack in one day, and ships the shoes 
directly to customers from the fifth floor of the Skowhegan plant. A new ST33 
collection launches several times per year and is designed by a different sector of 
the globe. This ST33 collection was designed by the New Balance Japan team and 
is produced in the US.  



 

 
About New Balance  
New Balance, headquartered in Boston, MA has the following mission: 
Demonstrating responsible leadership, we build global brands that athletes are proud 
to wear, associates are proud to create and communities are proud to host. New 
Balance employs more than 2,800 people around the globe, and in 2007 reported 
worldwide sales of US$1.63 billion.  For more information please visit 
http://www.newbalance.com. 
    

 
 


